


December 1
Genesis 3:1-7

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the Lord 
God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat 
of any tree in the garden’?” And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of 
the fruit of the trees in the garden, but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of 
the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’”  
But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die.  For God knows that 
when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing 
good and evil.”  So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and 
that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one 
wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who 
was with her, and he ate.  Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew 
that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves 
loincloths. 

Twisting and turning, that’s what the crafty serpent is so very good at, isn’t he? 
“Did God actually say …” Those were his words, and in that moment, sin entered 
into the world. And then … then their eyes were opened and all changed. Naked 
and ashamed – because of sin, because of fear, just because – all was lost.

But not forever. God had a plan then, just as He does now.  His plan? Jesus. 
Yes, Jesus. He was the answer then, and He is the answer today.

Are you in need of an answer today? The answer is Jesus. Call on Him and allow 
Him to cover your shame, your sin, your fear, your doubts – your everything.

Jesus. The reason for the season. Jesus. The answer to your everything.

Today’s prayer:
Precious Jesus, You are the answer to every question. I praise You today for the 
salvation that is found in You. Thank You for seeing my need for a Savior even 
before I was born. I give you _________ today and ask You to get me through. In 
Your most holy name I pray, amen.
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December 2
Genesis 3:8-13

 And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the 
day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God 
among the trees of the garden.  But the Lord God called to the man and said to 
him, “Where are you?”  And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and 
I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.”  He said, “Who told you that 
you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to 
eat?”  The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit 
of the tree, and I ate.”  Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that you 
have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”

The sound of the Lord, what a wonderful sound. Whether in times of trouble, 
sorrow, sin, or shame, times of delight and joy, anticipation, or adventure— the 
sound of the Lord drawing near laces the ear with sweetness.

And in that moment, in the beginning, God walked to the first man and the first 
woman to rescue them from the deceiver. He came. He showed up. He arrived. 
And what welcome did He receive? Fear. They were afraid. They knew what had 
been done, the sin and deception that had taken place.

But God arrived anyway. The sound of the Lord echoed in the garden and all 
changed. Yes, sin had entered into the world, and by its side stood death, decay, 
and defeat. Those were the sounds that crashed and clanged through the night. 
But love. The love of God would make a way. Love would halt the sounds of death 
and make joyful the strains of Jesus’ advent – His coming.

Will you give thanks for His coming today? Will you listen for the sound of the Lord 
in the loud, angry madness of the season? Listen closely for His coming. Be ready. 
He is the reason. He will come and rescue once again those who love Him. Don’t 
be afraid. Listen! It’s the sound of the Lord’s coming.

Today’s prayer:
Precious Jesus, thank You for coming. Thank You for rescuing me so long ago, 
long before I even came to be. Thank You for coming to me today. I yearn to hear 
and see and feel Your presence in the day-to-day madness. It brings me great joy 
and peace. Will You give me a sense of Your presence as I travel throughout my 
day? You are a delight, and I love You, Jesus, amen.
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December 3
Genesis 22:1-8

 After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, 
“Here I am.”  He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go 
to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains 
of which I shall tell you.”  So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, 
and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for 
the burnt offering and arose and went to the place of which God had told him.  On 
the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar.  Then Abraham 
said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy will go over there 
and worship and come again to you.”  And Abraham took the wood of the burnt 
offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So 
they went both of them together.  And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” 
And he said, “Here I am, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where 
is the lamb for a burnt offering?”  Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the 
lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them together.

When God calls your name, what is your response? Is it a zealous, “Here I am”? 
Especially with regard to a sacrifice, would your response be eager?  Would mine?

A sacrifice, a burnt offering made unto the Lord, after the garden these became 
necessary. Why? We have a Holy and perfect God, that’s why. His presence 
embodies holiness. It is only consecrated sacrifices and offerings that make us 
acceptable, not anything we do on our own. We are made from dust, born with a 
propensity to sin. But God made a way then, a foreshadowing of what was to come, 
a foreshadowing of His “advent.” Abraham alluded to God’s coming provision when 
He said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.”  He did 
provide a way for Abraham’s son that day. But one day it would be God’s Son who 
would become the sacrificial lamb. The long awaited, perfect, holy, and complete 
provision would make His appearing and fulfill His purpose. For now, they would 
settle for sacrificial lambs, goats, and doves, but in the fullness of time, Jesus would 
arrive and say, “I Am is here.”

Today’s prayer:
God, thank You for the provision of Your Son, Jesus, the Great I Am, the King of 
Kings, the Lord of Lords, Man of Sorrows, Lamb of God, Holy One of Israel. What a 
privilege it is to offer myself to You as a living sacrifice daily. Help me open myself up 
to You this day completely. Cause me to hold nothing back from You, Lord. Help me 
say, “Here I am.” These things I ask in Jesus’ name, amen.
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December 4
Genesis 22:9-14

 When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar 
there and laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on 
top of the wood.  Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter 
his son. But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, 
Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.”  He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or 
do anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld 
your son, your only son, from me.”  And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and 
behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went 
and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son.  So Abraham 
called the name of that place, “The Lord will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the 
mount of the Lord it shall be provided.”

Who is king of your heart today? This test that God gave to Abraham demolished any 
possible idol that had seeped into the deep recesses of his being. This test screamed 
at Abraham and caused him to choose – his son or his God. Abraham chose wisely. 
With faith and faithfulness he chose the Lord, Jehovah-jireh, “The Lord will provide.”

As Abraham reached up to make the deadly descent that would strike and kill his 
beloved son, the Lord reached down and made His provision. Do you see the 
beauty of such love? And He did the same for us. He reached down from Heaven 
and placed a beautiful baby in a manger for you and me. A baby who would later 
experience the painful striking blows of nails, and whips, and swords. From a cradle 
to a cross, God’s provision, rich in love and abundant in grace, came down from 
heaven and crushed our sin. He had no one on His mind but you and me when He 
endured that shame and guilt. Nothing crowded us out of His heart.

What is crowding Jehovah out of your heart and mind this season? Will you make 
Jesus King of your heart and allow nothing to reign supreme in your life but Him?

Today’s prayer:
Jehovah, great and mighty King, Lord and Master of all, thank You for Your love, 
grace, and mercy. Thank You for reaching down from Heaven and providing for my 
needs. My heart’s desire is for You to be my everything, my all-consuming passion. 
Don’t allow me to take my focus off of You this season. Presents, people, and 
projects should be secondary to You. Help me make You my priority each day. In 
Jesus’ name, amen.
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December 5
Genesis 22:15-21

 And the angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven  and 
said, “By myself I have sworn, declares the Lord, because you have done this 
and have not withheld your son, your only son, I will surely bless you, and I will 
surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on 
the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, and in 
your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have 
obeyed my voice.”

More blessings than the grains on the shore, offspring that out number the stars 
– this was Abraham’s reward, the beginning of the earthly family line of Jesus.

Abraham had passed the test of faithfulness and obedience, and in doing so 
God’s promise to bless Him would be accomplished. There would be much 
wandering and turmoil, many years of waiting for the Messiah, but God’s promise 
was sure because God was and is sure. He is the faithful One, the keeper of the 
covenant.

Covenant— I love that word. How can one word bring such depth of feeling, 
confidence, and blessed assurance? Because God’s name is behind covenant. 
The Covenant of God is not a possibility, and it isn’t a probability. The Covenant 
of God is a certainty, and it is the saved saint’s reality. God cannot break His 
Covenant and when He cuts covenant and blood spills, His protection, His love, 
and His presence become a shield for the redeemed.

Today’s prayer:
Covenant Keeper, I praise You today. Jesus, my Savior, the Covenant You made 
secured and saved me. Thank You. Keep me ever mindful of our Covenant, Lord. 
As Advent draws nearer, fill my heart with the longing for your second appearing. 
For when You come again, I will see You face to face and be made into Your 
likeness. Longing for more of You today, Jesus, amen.
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December 6
Isaiah 9:2-5

The people who walked in darkness
    have seen a great light;
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,
    on them has light shone.
You have multiplied the nation;
    you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
    as with joy at the harvest,
    as they are glad when they divide the spoil.
For the yoke of his burden,
    and the staff for his shoulder,
    the rod of his oppressor,
    you have broken as on the day of Midian.
For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult
    and every garment rolled in blood
    will be burned as fuel for the fire.

Darkness is all around, but the light that shines forth through Jesus always 
makes a way for the people of God. Focus on the light. Rejoice in the light. Trust 
in the light. Rest in the light. Give your burdens to the burden-bearer and allow 
Him to fight the oppressor. Sin no longer reigns. The Messiah, Jesus, He came 
to earth as a baby, the Prince of Peace, but He reigns as King of Kings and Lord 
of Lords. Walk in the light of His presence today!

Today’s prayer:
Jesus, You are the light of the world. There is no darkness in You. Conquering 
sin was Your assignment, and You fulfilled Your mission. Thank You for Your 
extravagant love. As I reflect on who You are, cause me to desire only things that 
are sinless like You. I love You, Lord, amen.
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December 7
Isaiah 9:6-7

For to us a child is born,
    to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
    and his name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
 Of the increase of his government and of peace
    there will be no end,
on the throne of David and over his kingdom,
    to establish it and to uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
    from this time forth and forevermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

Upon His shoulders – what a secure place to rest – the shoulders of a baby who 
would become righteousness and justice. The One who would establish His 
kingdom and be born into hearts who would believe. And although sinless, He 
understands all of our temptations. Although strong and mighty, He understands 
our weaknesses and heaps grace upon grace on our lives. He is indeed our 
Wonderful Counselor, our Mighty God, our Everlasting Father, and our Prince of 
Peace.

Today’s prayer:
Oh Jesus, You are wonderful! Thank You for resting me on Your shoulders when 
I need to be carried. Thank You for the wisdom, power, and peace that come 
from You. As I worship You today, help me stay focused on  Your Advent. Help 
me be a blessing to someone in my family today. I love You, Lord, amen.
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December 8
Isaiah 11:1-2

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his 
roots shall bear fruit. And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the Spirit 
of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of 
knowledge and the fear of the Lord.

“There shall come forth.” These words prophesied so long ago, full of promise, 
hope, wisdom, and peace.

“There shall come forth.” Someone so full of the spirit, so full of truth, so full of 
power and strength – full! Abundant, complete, all-sufficient, all-encompassing, 
all-surpassing, all-knowing – Jesus.

Plentiful, abounding, lavished, Jesus, the fullness of God, would come forth and 
in Him all would be complete, satisfied, overflowing.

Jesus!

One word changed all things for all time. He, the King of Kings, the Holy One. 
“He shall come forth.”

Today’s prayer:
Jesus, Jesus, Jesus. There is something about that name. Jesus, You are to 
be praised. I anticipate Your coming this season. You are the gift of Christmas. 
You are more than enough. You are more. You are mine. Thank You for coming. 
Thank You for coming for me. Thank You for saving me and for loving me even 
though I am often unloveable. Thank You. In my Savior’s name, amen.
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December 9
Micah 5:2-5

But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of 
Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose 
coming forth is from of old, from ancient days. Therefore he shall give them 
up until the time when she who is in labor has given birth; then the rest of his 
brothers shall return to the people of Israel. And he shall stand and shepherd his 
flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth. 
And he shall be their peace. 

“He shall be our peace.” Jesus, our peace, the loving and kind Shepherd of our 
souls. God, born baby, completely holy, perfect, and sinless, He would come in 
the humble, quiet, peaceful night and usher in calm. Calm. Isn’t that something 
we all desire? The very word makes my heart rate begin to slow, my breathing 
relax, and my mind quiet. Thank You for calm, Jesus.

But not only peace and calm, this baby would bring security. To those who 
believe upon His name, He would vow to protect, uphold, and secure. What 
majestic promises! What assurance! Thank You, Jesus, for coming forth and in 
Your coming, fulfilling Your Word, the promise of sure and secure salvation.

Today’s prayer:
Security is important to me, Lord. Thank You for making me secure in Jesus. 
Thank You for fulfilling that promise and all of the rest of Your promises. I am 
grateful for the peace that comes from knowing and trusting You. I am grateful 
that You shepherd me through times, both good and bad. Thank You for always 
being with me. Help me remain mindful of the reality of Your presence as I walk 
through this day with a heart of calm and a mind filled with peace. In Jesus’ 
name, amen.
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December 10
Habakkuk 3:17-19

Though the fig tree should not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines,
the produce of the olive fail and the fields yield no food,
the flock be cut off from the fold and there be no herd in the stalls,
 yet I will rejoice in the Lord; I will take joy in the God of my salvation.
 God, the Lord, is my strength; he makes my feet like the deer’s; he makes me 
tread on my high places.

Oh the joy that comes from the Lord! No matter the circumstance, the trials, the 
highs or lows, there is always room for joy where Jesus resides. To take delight 
in Him is to remember the salvation that He was born to bring. Rejoice! Take time 
to rejoice in the God of your salvation today!

Today’s prayer:
Giver of joy, author of salvation, I praise You on this tenth day of Advent. Thank 
You for giving me an understanding of who You are. The ways You have shared 
with me, the lessons you have  taught me, and the things You have experienced 
with me have given me the tools necessary to walk out my faith in every day, 
real life circumstances. Help me find joy in Your presence today. In Jesus’ name, 
amen.
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December 11
Isaiah 7:14

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and 
bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.

Immanuel, God with Us! He is with us! What comfort and joy come from these words. 
Meditate on this song today:

Oh Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel, Translated by John Neal, 1818-66

Oh, come, oh, come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear.  
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to you, O Israel! 

Oh, come, our Wisdom from on high, 
Who ordered all things mightily; 

To us the path of knowledge show, 
and teach us in her ways to go. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to you, O Israel!

Oh, come, our Dayspring from on high, 
And cheer us by your drawing nigh,  
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death’s dark shadows put to flight. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to you, O Israel!

Today’s prayer:
Jesus, light of the word, You came and You are coming again. I praise You for Your 
coming, for Your living, for Your dying, for Your promised return, and for Your promise 
to carry me through times good and bad. I love You, Lord, amen.
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December 12
Luke 1:5-7

In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, of the 
division of Abijah. And he had a wife from the daughters of Aaron, and her name was 
Elizabeth. And they were both righteous before God, walking blamelessly in all the 
commandments and statutes of the Lord. But they had no child, because Elizabeth 
was barren, and both were advanced in years.

Righteous before God, Zechariah and Elizabeth walked blamelessly before the 
Lord. They were God-fearing, obedient believers; yet they had disappointments and 
sorrows. There particular sorrow – no baby. Elizabeth was barren and much too old 
to have a baby at such an advanced age.

Somehow, though, they were able to keep their faith in God. They continued to 
be righteous before the Lord. They continued to place their faith and hope in the 
One, True God. Who or what do you place your hope in? Have you been waiting 
for something for a long time with no answer? Delight in Jesus, the Promised One! 
Choose to focus on the Lord Jesus  rather than Your troubles and make this season 
all about Him!

Today’s prayer:
Lord, You are faithful! Thank You for keeping your promises. Thank You for making 
provisions for me daily. Help me obey You today. Help me see things through Your 
eyes – the eyes of one who works miracles! In Jesus’ name, amen.
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December 13
Luke 1:8-17

Now while he was serving as priest before God when his division was on duty, 
according to the custom of the priesthood, he was chosen by lot to enter the temple 
of the Lord and burn incense.  And the whole multitude of the people were praying 
outside at the hour of incense.  And there appeared to him an angel of the Lord 
standing on the right side of the altar of incense.  And Zechariah was troubled when 
he saw him, and fear fell upon him.  But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, 
Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you 
a son, and you shall call his name John.  And you will have joy and gladness, and 
many will rejoice at his birth,  for he will be great before the Lord. And he must not 
drink wine or strong drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his 
mother’s womb.  And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God,  
and he will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the 
fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready 
for the Lord a people prepared.”

Do not fear! Calm down! These words spoken by the angel Gabriel were meant to 
extinguish Zechariah’s fear. Staring  into the face of the celestial being would have 
been cause for alarm, don’t you think? Then the news, “Your wife is going to have a 
baby.” After all these years, I really can’t blame Zechariah for doubting.

When the angel appeared to Zechariah, He was standing at the Altar of Incense in 
the temple just outside of the Holy of Holies where the presence of the Lord dwelt. 
As he stood there  performing his priestly duties, I imagine he was praying. He was in 
the very presence of God at the moment Gabriel appeared, because when we pray 
we enter into communion with the One True God.

What are you doubting today? Do you need to hear the angel’s message – fear not! 
Calm down! Don’t rush about! Enjoy this holiday season! Spending some time in 
the presence of Jesus in prayer each morning will help you maintain a calm, relaxed 
focus during the season.

Today’s prayer:
Lord, I don’t want to be fearful or fretful. I want to trust You in all things and at all 
times. I want to enjoy this season that celebrates Your Son’s birth. Keep me focused 
on You so that I can remain in Your presence moment by moment. I love You, Lord, 
amen.
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December 14
Luke 1:18-23

And Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall I know this? For I am an old man, and 
my wife is advanced in years.”  And the angel answered him, “I am Gabriel. I stand 
in the presence of God, and I was sent to speak to you and to bring you this good 
news.  And behold, you will be silent and unable to speak until the day that these 
things take place, because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in 
their time.”  And the people were waiting for Zechariah, and they were wondering at 
his delay in the temple. And when he came out, he was unable to speak to them, and 
they realized that he had seen a vision in the temple. And he kept making signs to 
them and remained mute.  And when his time of service was ended, he went to his 
home.

Unbelief! Zechariah simply could not believe the news – a baby after all these years. 
But this news, this news was coming straight from the one who stood in the presence 
of God. Yes, Gabriel actually had an audience with God on a regular basis. Can you 
imagine?

You and I have that opportunity on a daily basis as well. We can “stand in the 
presence of God” and delight in being near Him. We can come before Him in prayer, 
as we read the Word, or simply by communing with Him as you go about your day.

Today’s prayer:
Precious Jesus, I desire to stand in Your presence daily. You are worthy of my 
devotion, and I love You. I ask for a greater glimpse of Your glory and majesty today 
and throughout this holiday season. Help me see You more clearly and help me 
believe You when You share truths from God that You have for me. In Jesus’ name, 
amen.
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December 15
Luke 1:24-25

After these days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she kept 
herself hidden, saying,  “Thus the Lord has done for me in the days when he 
looked on me, to take away my reproach among people.”

“Thus the Lord has done for me.”  What has the Lord done for you? How has He 
totally amazed you this year? How has He blessed you? Have you allowed His 
presence to become your complete satisfaction?

I want to encourage you to make some lists today. Set aside ten minutes and 
write out things that God has done that have amazed and blessed you. Then, 
jot down ways you have seen yourself become more satisfied with Jesus than 
anything else. After you do this, pray and thank God for your list, then sit down 
with Him and have a cup of tea or cider and enjoy His presence for a few quiet 
moments. It will be His delight and yours!

Today’s prayer:
Precious Jesus, the things You do for me are amazing. You bless me each and 
every day. Thank You for Your daily kindnesses. I praise You for the salvation 
that comes from You and the love that defines You. Teach me this coming year to 
find satisfaction in Your presence like never before, and to love You more each 
day. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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December 16
Luke 1:26-35

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee 
named Nazareth,  to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the 
house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary.  And he came to her and said, 
“Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!”  But she was greatly troubled 
at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be.  And the 
angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.  
And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call 
his name Jesus.  He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. 
And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David,  and he will 
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 
And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” And the angel 
answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most 
High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the 
Son of God.

The favor of God, what an inexplicable thought. To be favored is to be looked 
upon with delight, gladness, and joy. To be favored is to have the Lord with you. 
I want that! I want to experience and acknowledge the presence of the King of 
Kings and Lord of Lords in my life each day.

Holy, perfect, complete, lacking nothing, set-apart, in full deity, God yet man. 
Oh the depth of Jesus – our loving lamb of God, Man of Sorrows, Immanuel, 
God with us. I love that He is holy, yet Immanuel. He is with us even though He 
is holy; because He is holy. He is with us and for us and He favors us. And as 
He favors us, He equips us to bear fruit for His Kingdom. As He favors us, we 
become like Him, because the influence He has on us changes and completes 
us. The favor of God, what a beautifully wrapped promise – 
His favor, His provision of grace, His great love.

Today’s prayer:
Lord Jesus, come! Come and overshadow me with Your Holy Spirit. Grant 
me favor, gladness, joy, and delight from Your presence. Thank You for the 
beautifully wrapped promise of a baby boy who would bring good news of great 
joy to all. Thank You for this Advent Season. Thank You for the gift of Your 
presence. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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December 17
Luke 1:36-38

And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, 
and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren.  For nothing will be 
impossible with God.”  And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it 
be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.

What in your life seems impossible today? Did you know that nothing is 
impossible with God? Yes, we “know” this information from a cerebral standpoint, 
but do we “know” it in our hearts. Do we take stock in it, stand on it, and believe 
it “even when” we don’t see results?

Can you say, as Mary did after hearing this impossible news, “Behold, I am the 
servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word”? Let it be. These 
words express a deep truth in Mary’s heart that we all need to grasp, “Even 
though it’s impossible, I choose to believe because of God.” There is no need for 
any other reasoning, fretting, or explaining. God – just God – my God.

Today’s prayer:
Lord most holy, I praise You today for the reality of Your love and grace. I praise 
You for the reality of Your faithfulness and Your nature which is to embody truth 
and righteousness. Thank You for showing me Your power and the depth of Your 
love by making the impossible possible when You see fit. I love You, Lord, amen.
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Luke 1:39-45

In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in 
Judah, and she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth.  And 
when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit,  and she exclaimed with a loud cry, 
“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb!  And why 
is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come to me?  For behold, 
when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped 
for joy.  And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what 
was spoken to her from the Lord.”

What are you filled with this time of year? There is no room for an anxious 
heart when Jesus is in the room. Jesus filled Mary’s womb with great joy and 
Elizabeth’s room with anticipation and delight. Do you allow Jesus’ presence to 
replace your anxious thoughts with actions of love, kindness, and wonder?

Trust is key to letting go and letting God, Jesus in a manger, work through 
the details of your life. Try it today. Each time you begin to fill the stress of the 
calendar closing in (only 8 more days!!), think of Jesus, let go of your worry, and 
take delight in the Son of God.

Today’s prayer: 
Lord Jesus, You are the filler of my heart, the lover of my soul, the perfect, 
sinless, spotless lamb. Thank You for allowing me to sense Your presence and 
delight in Your love. Help me today to let go and let You fill me with peace, love, 
and joy. In Jesus’ name, amen.



December 19
Luke 1:46-56

And Mary said,“My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my 
Savior,
 for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. For behold, from now on 
all generations will call me blessed; for he who is mighty has done great things 
for me, and holy is his name. And his mercy is for those who fear him from 
generation to generation. He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered 
the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; he has brought down the mighty from 
their thrones and exalted those of humble estate; he has filled the hungry with 
good things, and the rich he has sent away empty. He has helped his servant 
Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, as he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and 
to his offspring forever.”

 And Mary remained with her about three months and returned to her home.

Mary’s Magnificat, a song of praise to her God. She was a blessed young 
woman, and her response to the favor and blessing of God – a heart overflowing 
with praise and worship. Notice the pronouns in her hymn of praise – He. He has 
done great things. He has brought down the mighty. He has filled the hungry. He 
has helped His servant. He, He, He. With her lips, eyes, hands, and heart she 
pointed her blessing back to God.

What a testimony of humility and love. Such a young girl, yet so wise and 
discerning. What is your Magnificat for Jesus? Your song of praise? What 
is in your heart today? Are you overwhelmed with a list of to-dos or are you 
overwhelmed with a list of praise and adoration for Jesus during this Advent?

Today’s prayer:
Lord Jesus, You are the Savior of the world, the Prince of Peace, the Bright and 
Morning Star, King of Kings and Lord of Lords. You are worth everything to me. 
You are the reason I celebrate this season. Permeate my heart and mind with 
You today, Jesus. Help me focus on your beauty and majesty in the midst of my 
hectic day. I magnify You, Lord. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Luke 1:57-66

Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son.  And her 
neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown great mercy to her, 
and they rejoiced with her. And on the eighth day they came to circumcise the 
child. And they would have called him Zechariah after his father,  but his mother 
answered, “No; he shall be called John.” And they said to her, “None of your 
relatives is called by this name.”  And they made signs to his father, inquiring 
what he wanted him to be called.  And he asked for a writing tablet and wrote, 
“His name is John.” And they all wondered.  And immediately his mouth was 
opened and his tongue loosed, and he spoke, blessing God.  And fear came 
on all their neighbors. And all these things were talked about through all the hill 
country of Judea,  and all who heard them laid them up in their hearts, saying, 
“What then will this child be?” For the hand of the Lord was with him.

Oh the anticipation of the arrival of their son! After so many years of waiting, 
the time had arrived. A name was of great importance to their culture. There 
is always a significant meaning in a name.  John was Elizabeth’s choice and 
amazingly, Zechariah’s too. John – it’s meaning in the Hebrew is so fitting –   
“Jehovah has been gracious.”

Jehovah had been gracious to this couple. He had answered the long-awaited 
prayer for a baby. In the fullness of time, God reached down and presented them 
with this gracious gift of love and kindness.

What about you? Has Jehovah been gracious to you this year? Spend a few 
moments today reflecting on God’s grace in your life this year, then offer a prayer 
of praise and thanksgiving to Him.

Today’s prayer:
Jehovah, covenant keeper, master and Lord, thank You for the gift of  salvation, 
the gift of mercy, the gift of peace in the midst of the storm. Thank You for giving 
me second chances. Thank You, for doing exceedingly, abundantly more than I 
could ever ask for or imagine! In Jesus’ name, amen.



December 21
Luke 1:67-80

And his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied, saying, 
“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has visited and redeemed his people 
and has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David, 
as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, that we should be 
saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us; to show the mercy 
promised to our fathers and to remember his holy covenant, the oath that he 
swore to our father Abraham, to grant us that we, being delivered from the hand 
of our enemies,
might serve him without fear, in holiness and righteousness before him all our 
days.
And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before 
the Lord to prepare his ways, to give knowledge of salvation to his people in the 
forgiveness of their sins, because of the tender mercy of our God, whereby the 
sunrise shall visit us from on high to give light to those who sit in darkness and in 
the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.”  And the child grew 
and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the day of his 
public appearance to Israel.

“Prophet of the Most High.” John, known to us as John the Baptist, the one who 
would prepare the way for Jesus had come. And Zechariah’s only response was 
praise. That really is the only proper response to God and His Son, Jesus. In 
all of our realities, Jesus shines forth like a beacon of hope and light bringing 
salvation, peace, forgiveness, mercy, loving-kindness, and blessings. What else 
could Zechariah’s response have been for his son who would point others to One 
so precious?

Take time now to sit in Jesus’ presence and praise Him for who He is. Then take 
a few moments and thank Him for His coming. Keep watch for ways you can 
help prepare the way for Jesus’ coming for someone who doesn’t know Him this 
season by pointing them to His goodness, grace, and love today.

Today’s prayer:
Jesus, You are alpha and omega, the beginning and the end. You are the 
righteous counselor, deliverer and defender, the faithful One, full of grace and 
truth, kind and merciful, powerful, sovereign, and in control. Thank You for 
coming, living a sinless life, and going to a cross for me so that I could be saved 
from a life without You. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Matthew 1:18-25

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary 
had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to 
be with child from the Holy Spirit.  And her husband Joseph, being a just man 
and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly.  But as he 
considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for 
that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  She will bear a son, and 
you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All this 
took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:

 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
    and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us).  When 
Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he 
took his wife,  but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called 
his name Jesus.

Fear! Fear often keeps us from doing what we know in our heart is right. It 
paralyzes us, making us frozen and unable to obey. But God. God stepped in 
and spoke, assuring Joseph that this plan would change his life and the life of 
Mary his betrothed. And Joseph, he faithfully trusted God, saw beyond his fear, 
and obeyed.

Today’s prayer:
Precious Father, thank You for Your faithfulness. Thank You for trusting Your 
people to work alongside of You for the Kingdom. Help me to trust You at all 
times, even when things don’t make sense. Give me eyes to see truth when it 
is unclear. Give me ears to hear Your voice speak and point me to the path of 
obedience. I love You, Lord, amen.



December 23
Philippians 2:5-7

Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though 
he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped,  
but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of 
men.

Servant Jesus lovingly came to us. Leaving His throne in Heaven, He came. 
Sacrificing His place on heaven’s throne for a time, He emptied Himself for 
humanity. What have you sacrificed? What are you willing to give up in order to 
show love and kindness to others? How have you emptied yourself as a servant? 
Jesus’ advent ushered in emptiness – an empty throne at the right hand of God. 
But thanks be to God, Jesus’ throne did not remain empty. He resides there and 
rules the nations with grace and love!

Today’s prayer:
Precious Father, thank You for Your faithfulness. Thank Your for the gift of 
Your Son. Thank You for trusting Your people to work alongside of You for the 
Kingdom. Help me to trust You at all times, even when things don’t make sense. 
Give me eyes to see truth when it is unclear. Give me ears to hear Your voice 
speak to me and point me to the path of obedience. Help me be more like Jesus. 
I am eternally grateful for His coming. I love You, Lord, amen.
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John 1:14

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, 
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.

Jesus is the radiance of God’s glory. HE IS full of grace and truth. HE IS the 
Word, the first cause, the Savior made flesh, the breath of God, come down from 
heaven for you and me. HE CAME for you and me. And WE’VE SEEN His glory. 
Each and every time we beckon His presence through a whispered prayer or the 
utterance of His Holy word, His glory shines forth. His glory radiates every time 
we praise Him because He inhabits the praises of His people. We gain a glimpse 
His glory as we think about Him, and commune with Him, and feast on Him. HE 
IS the Word. God in flesh. God of Glory.

Today’s prayer:
Glory to God in the highest. Glory to God for the gift of His Son, Jesus. Glory to 
God for the gift of His presence, the gift of His Word, the Gift of salvation and 
forgiveness. Glory to God! In the name of our glorious Jesus, amen.



Luke 2:1-21

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should 
be registered.  This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria.  
And all went to be registered, each to his own town.  And Joseph also went up from 
Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called 
Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David,  to be registered 
with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child.  And while they were there, the time 
came for her to give birth.  And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him 
in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in 
the inn.

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over 
their flock by night.  And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear.  And the angel said 
to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all 
the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ 
the Lord.  And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling 
cloths and lying in a manger.”  And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 
the heavenly host praising God and saying,“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace among those with whom he is pleased!”

When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which 
the Lord has made known to us.”  And they went with haste and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger.  And when they saw it, they made known the 
saying that had been told them concerning this child.  And all who heard it wondered 
at what the shepherds told them.  But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering 
them in her heart.  And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all 
they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was called Jesus, the 
name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb.

He came! He came and all things changed. Jesus, precious Jesus, born baby, 
sinless, shameless, flawless, full of love and joy and peace. He Came!

The Shepherds praised and believed. The angels sang. His mother and father 
worshiped this treasure from above. And we praise Him today. We lift our voices and 
sing of the joy, peace, and hope that came from His coming,
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“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is 
please!”

Today’s prayer:
Glory is Yours, Jesus. Thank You for coming. Thank You for a reason to celebrate 
this season. Help me treasure the experiences and joys of the season all year long. 
Help me bring glory to You each day. I take delight in You, Jesus, and I sing songs of 
praise to You this day!  Amen.

Joy to the World, Written by Issac Watts, 1674-1748

Joy to the world! The Lord is come
Let earth receive her King!

Let every heart prepare Him room

And heaven and nature sing
And heaven and nature sing

And heaven, and heaven and nature sing

Joy to the world! the Savior reigns
Let men their songs employ

While fields and floods
Rocks, hills and plains

Repeat the sounding joy
Repeat the sounding joy

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy

No more let sins and sorrows grow
Nor thorns infest the ground

He comes to make
His blessings flow

Far as the curse is found
Far as the curse is found

Far as, far as the curse is found

He rules the world with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove

The glories of His righteousness
And wonders of His love
And wonders of His love

And wonders and wonders of His love
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Luke 2:22-35

And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, 
they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord  (as it is written in 
the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy 
to the Lord”)  and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the 
Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.”  Now there was a man in 
Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, 
waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him.  And it had 
been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he 
had seen the Lord’s Christ.  And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when 
the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of 
the Law,  he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 

“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace,
    according to your word;
 for my eyes have seen your salvation
     that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
 a light for revelation to the Gentiles,
    and for glory to your people Israel.”
 
And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him.  And 
Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is 
appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed  
(and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many 
hearts may be revealed.”

It is impossible to encounter Jesus and not be changed. Many do not recognize 
the Holy One. Some ignore Him, some deny Him, some despise or dismiss Him. 
But for those who acknowledge Him, believe in Him, and turn to Him, they are 
forever changed for the better. Thanks be to God for this indescribable gift.

Today’s Prayer:
Jesus, You are salvation; You came to save Your people. Thank You for saving 
me, blessing me, changing me. I ask that You continue to teach me what it 
means to know You, to know the salvation of the Lord. Help me to acknowledge 
Your presence in my life daily. I ask that You manifest Your presence in my heart 
each day, in Jesus’ name, amen.
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Luke 2:36-40

And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of 
Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years 
from when she was a virgin, and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She 
did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day.  
And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak 
of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem.
 
And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they 
returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. And the child grew and 
became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him.

Anna spent most of her life in the temple. Praying, fasting, waiting with hope, 
she knew the Messiah would come. And He came. He came and she recognized 
Him, praised, and proclaimed Him. She spoke of Him to all she encountered. 

What about you? Do you proclaim the Lord to those whom you come in contact 
with?

Today’s Prayer:
Precious Jesus, thank You for leaving Your throne in heaven to come to earth. 
Thank You for emptying Yourself so that in receiving You, I might be made full. 
Help me proclaim You to those I encounter. Help me be bold and unafraid to 
spread the Good News of You. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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December 28
Matthew 2:1-2

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, 
behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem,  saying, “Where is he who 
has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have 
come to worship him.”

Wisemen spent centuries seeking the One who was to redeem Israel. They 
devoted their lives to looking for Him. And finally, He came. A bright star led them 
to the King of Kings and Lord of Lords. When they found Him, they worshipped.

Are you wise? What do you spend your days doing? Are you looking to the Bright 
and Morning Star to show you the way? Are you following His lead? Let’s pray 
and ask Him to help us stay on His path this year.

Today’s Prayer:
Precious Jesus, King of Kings and Lord of Lords, Bright and Morning Star, Holy 
One, Promise Keeper, I praise You today. Thank You for showing me the way. 
Forgive me for looking to other things for guidance. Help me keep my eyes fixed 
on You. Help me follow You and only You. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Galatians 4:4-6

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, 
born under the law,  to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might 
receive adoption as sons.  And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of 
his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!”  So you are no longer a slave, but 
a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.

“In the fullness of time.” What a wonderful phrase. So much promise, hope, 
and security rests in those few words of extravagant love. I am grateful for “the 
fullness of time,” aren’t’ you? In the fullness of time – Jesus. Jesus came. Love 
overflowing to us from a manger came for you and for me. Redemption seeping 
through the blanket of a beautiful baby boy whose purpose was to ransom 
mankind. Thank You, Jesus!

Today’s Prayer:
Precious Jesus, I am so thankful that, through You, I am an heir to God. Because 
You came, lived, died, rose from the dead, and sent the Holy spirit, I can call God 
my Father. Thank you! Thank You for coming and living and loving. Thank You for 
teaching and training and leading. Thank You for being patient, kind, and loving 
even when I fail. In Your name I pray, amen.



December 30
Acts 5:31

God exalted him to his own right hand as Prince and Savior that he might bring 
Israel to repentance and forgive their sins.

Ponder those words. Prince and Savior. As you go about your day, contemplate 
what that means. Jesus is Prince and Savior. As Prince He is our sovereign ruler. 
As Savior He is our refuge, our life boat, the One who rescues us. 

How does this knowledge affect you? How does remembering that Jesus is your 
Prince and Savior help you through as you go about your day?

Today’s Prayer:
Thank You, Father, for exalting Your Son as Prince and Savior. Thank You for 
the confidence, hope, and redemption His Lordship brings. Help me look to You, 
Jesus, as I face my day. Remembering who You are, and the power You have 
gives me security. I love You, Lord, amen.
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Philippians 2:8-10

And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the 
point of death, even death on a cross.  Therefore God has highly exalted him and 
bestowed on him the name that is above every name,  so that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  and every 
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Bow before the Lord Jesus Christ today in humble adoration for His coming. What 
a blessed Advent this has been. I pray you have been touched by the presence of 
Jesus this season. Blessings to you through the coming year!

Today’s Prayer:
Jesus, You are exalted, high and lifted up. I praise You as Alpha and Omega, the 
beginning and the end. You were at the beginning of this year and You are at the 
end, and You are everything in between. I ask that you permeate my days throughout 
the coming year with the peace of Your presence. Fill me with joy in Your presence 
as we walk out this new year together. Praising You Jesus! Amen.




